WOMAN OF
THE MONTH
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4 YEARS
40 SESSIONS

hat started as a humble beginning to
s ; s ; promote the vast untapped literature
in vernacular languages, Hindi in
particular, has become a caravan of self-driven
literature enthusiasts and their favourite
authors in just a span of four years. On a balmy
evening in 2015, former army general VK Singh
turned up for the first session of Kalam in
Jaipur. In April this year, Kalam series came a
full circle with author Uday Prakash who was
hosted for its 40th session in city. Prabha
celebrates the milestone with its associates and
patrons in this month’s edition.
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Sahyog - lending a
helping hand to a cause

MANISHA JAIN

Communications & Branding chief,
Prabha Khaitan Foundation

he spirit of festive season bears the
fragrance of happiness and hope. Team
Prabha Khaitan Foundation takes this
opportunity to wish all its patrons a joyous
and prosperous year ahead. The Foundation has
always dedicated its resources and believed in
lending support and aiding social causes beyond its
regular activities. This endeavour, which has a deep
social impact, has prompted us to conceive Sahyog
— a vertical dedicated to chaperoning such efforts.
There are several events, that the Foundation
supports if the cause they have taken up gets
furthered for the larger good. For instance, we
supported the Woman Up! Summit recently held in
Jaipur. At the Foundation, we have decided to
henceforth support such events, including seminars,
conferences, festivals

and the like that have a f\
bearing on art, culture, eal 56/' I d I
performing arts and

literature.

The Foundation has 0
been a great believer in upholding and promoting
local cuisine and crafts as well. In keeping with this
effort, we choose to serve popular local delicacies to
our invitees over tea during sessions, while guests
are felicitated with handicrafts from the region.
Beginning this edition, you can read more on the
local food and handicrafts of different cities.

We are super excited to announce that the
following issue of the newsletter will be a special
edition celebrating 500 literary boutique events that
were held under the aegis of the Foundation. The
collector’s edition will take you through the
memorable moments of our journey and the event
held in Kolkata to commemorate it. It will be
followed by a combined issue for the months of
September and October.

We have always treasured your suggestions and
participation. The popularity of the chronicle has
been enhanced further by engrossing articles that
many of you have shared with us. We look forward
to more from you, which you may do by contributing
to newsletter @pkfoundation.org. Do keep writing
and enrichingus with your thoughts and experiences
as it mirrors the soul of our efforts.

We hope you enjoy this edition of the chronicle
as much as we cherished putting it together for you.
To get more updates you can connect with us on
Twitter as well as Instagram.
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{ ' deepakramola &
5 Faridabad

deepakramola Convinced
my beautiful mother to
finally come and see me
perform my poetry. Her
favourite poem in the book
is the one about motherhood
(For obvious reasons).
Those who think | am
awesome...wait until you
meet my Mom. She is the

real badass.

A big shout to Kalam &

Prak?ha Khaitan Foundation PRABHA CHRONICLES KALAM’S
for curating shuch insanely JOURNEY OF HOLDING THE
inspiring Author evenings. TORCH TO HINDI LITERATURE
Kalam Faridabad for th

warmth. And my soulful THROUGH 500 INCREDIBLE
publisher Aditi Maheswari SESSIONS IN ITS NEXT ISSUE

for being a heartbeat human

PRABHA WISHES EHSAAS WOMEN
BORN IN SEPTEMBER

‘-Lh—._ a

Prabha Khaitan Foundation’s Patron, HM Bangur with Sachin
Tendulkar at a Bridge tournament held recently in Mumbai

Kanika Agarwal Neelam Seolekar Jasmit Nayyar

Our associate Anil Kathotia with CEO of Taj Hotels, Puneet
Chhatwal; Sr Vice President of Operations, Prabhat Verma,
and Area Director Karnataka and GM of Taj WestEnd,
Somnath Mukherijee, after Kitaab Book Launch in
Bengaluru. We're thankful to Taj Group of Hotels for being
supportive of our activities and initiatives

Kirti Kirdatt Tazeen Hussain Shalu Goel
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ormer army general and
F then minister in Narendra

Modi government, VK Sin-
gh, was the first to grace our ses-
sion in Jaipur four years back, in
2015. Since then Kalam series in
Jaipur has hosted the stars shin-
ing the brightest in the literary
sky. From legendary shayar
Sheen Kaaf Nizam, author and
Jaipur Literature Festival co-di-
rector Namita Gokhale and Pad-
mashree recipient Narendra
Kohli to Aalam ke Baahubali
Manoj Muntashir, ‘Biryani Pro-
fessor’ Pushpesh Pant and India’s
master of mythology, Amish Tri-
pathi, we have had a brilliant run
of luck backed by some excep-
tional team work to bring togeth-
er these stars under one roof,
talking about their work and,
more importantly, lending their
weight to storytelling in vernacu-
lar languages, especially in Hin-
di. On April 5, this year, the 40th
session of Kalam was hosted at
Jaipur Marriott where author
Uday Prakash interacted with
Hindi literature enthusiasts.
Kalam has been the torchbearer
of Prabha Khaitan Foundation
that has believed in cultural pro-
motion to help balance the
skewed development indices. It
has not only furthered the cause
of regional languages, but has
also given the much-needed
breathing space to authors who
write in vernacular languages
and present their admirable work
before the readers. The journey
has only just begun and we at the
Foundation will continue striv-
ing to be the goodwill ambassa-
dors of our culture.
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Our ancient scriptures are relevant
to the lives we are leading now. The
literature of era gone by is a o
treasure trove of knowledge

— Padmashree Recipient
Narendra Kohli

NARENDRA
KOHLI

November
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Zubanein mazhabon ki nahi, } B
zubanein tehzeebon ki hotihain -~~~
(Language doesn’t identify with f
religion, language represen
culture)

— Sheen Kaaf Nizam
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Jab tak problems na ho, kahani
mein maza nahin aata (until there
are conflicts in a story, itisn’'t
interesting)

— Nadira Babbar




VISHWANATH
PRASAD TIWARI
November

CHAUHAN
January

PANKAJ
BISHT
September

16 ,
PUSHPESH
PANT
December

February

ANUJA

October

The two most important things
in life are sex and food. Of the
two, food is more important
because without it there won’t
be any drive for sex

— Pushpesh Pant
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AMISH
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Rajendra Yadav was the last
superstar of Hindi writing. Woh
apni lekhon ko apni premika ki
tarah chahte the (He was in love

_ with his writing like his beloved)

— Anant Vijay

November

ASHWIN
SANGHI
September

PADMESH
GUPTA
December




Naari Ki Asmita aur Naari ka
sangharsh hum Meera aur
)Padmini se seekh sakte hain
(We cam learn about the

1 identity of awoman and her
. 'struggles from the lives of

"%\ Meera and Padmini)

— Brajendra Kumar Singhal

February

My whole energy would be
spent on constructing a
sentence in English. That’s
when | started writing in
Hindi, which enabled me to
express myself freely

— Bhagwant Anmol




Zindagi badi kitab
hai seekhne ke liye,
itna toh google bhi
nahin sikha payega
(There is no greater
book than life itself.
Even Google cannot
measure up to its

37 : teachings)

{f - — Deepak Ramola

DEEPAK

RAMOIA

December

36

ABHAY
KUMAR DUBEY
October

38

SOPAN
JOSHI
February

Amitabh Bachchan watched
an episode of Yatraand
started the search for its
writer. When they finally
tracked me down, | couldn’t
believe it at first

— Manoj Muntashir



PLEDGE BY
EHSAAS

rabha Khaitan Foun-
P dation hosted a meet-

ing for associates and
Ehsaas women of North and
Rajasthan region at Hotel
Hilton, Jaipur, on August 4.
While in the city to partici-
pate in the event celebrating
40 sessions of Kalam Jaipur,
all the participants discussed
ideas to bring about change
in the society around them.
Ehsaas women brain-
stormed to chart out a future
course of action in order to
create a better future and
pledged to make a difference.
Ehsaas is a conglomeration
of women from all walks of
life who inspire others for
betterment of the society and
promote Indian culture.

Prabha Khaitan Foundation celebrated the successful completion of 40
sessions of Kalam in Jaipur with poet and lyricist Irshad Kamil and The Ink Band
on August 4. After taking the audience through an audio-visual journey of all
Kalam sessions held in Jaipur, the event saw a soulful performance by Ink Band,
as Kamil narrated love poetry at the event held in Hotel Hilton. Kalam Jaipur, which
began in July 2015, has hosted authors from all segments, who appeal to readers of
all age groups.

AAKRITI PERIWAL

Honorary Convenor of Prabha Khaitan
Foundation Activities Overseas

National Advisor to
Prabha Khaitan
Foundation
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Anil and Kulsum Malik

APRAKUCHHAL -

Honorary Convenor of
Prabha Khaitan Foundation
Activities Rajasthan & /.
Central Affairs
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EHSAAS WOMEN OF
NAGPUR

MONICA BHAGWAGAR
PRIYANKA KOTHARI




Shweta Aggarwal,
Ehsaas woman of Faridabad

SUSHMA NIRAJ SETHIA
SHELJA SINGH
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EHSAAS WOMEN OF
RAIPUR

Mita Kapur

|

1 Padmashree Recipient Arjun Prajapati, Padmashree Recipient

_ Shakir Ali, Raagini lyer, Aniket Kar, Irshad Kamil, Agnel Roman,
' _# Prajakta Shukre and Padmashree Recipient Tilak Gitai.

The Padmashree Recipients felicitated INK Band at the event

EHSAAS WOMAN OF
AGRA

SHWETA BANSAL |
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Padmashree Recipient Tilak Gitai, Nandini | Basfagus

I and A'|ay Atal with Narendra Sinih Apnavi, Kunal and Apra Kuchhal =

Ravi Kamra, Ikraam Rajasthani,
Sudhir Kasliwal and Vinod Bhardwaj
] j
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Gaurav Girija Shukla




JODHPUR

THEWRITE (ircle

© awriteCircle € @write_circle

TRYST WITH

DAULAT SINGH SHAKTAWAT
SAYS HE VISITS THE TIGER THAT
HAD ALMOST KILLED HIM AT
RANTHAMBORE, EVERY YEAR

Daulat Singh Shaktawat with Ehsaas women of Jodhpur —
I‘S‘ughma Sethia, P_Ir'g'?tj Izllehta an{d Shelja Singh

Devendra Ratnawat,

General Manaaer of Ta| Hari Mahal

olding the audience captive

with ariveting narration of his

experiences with big cats, Daul-

at Singh Shaktawat shared sto-

ries about human-animal con-
flict at The Write Circle session held in
Jodhpur on August 2.

The former Assistant Conservator of
Forests at Ranthambore Tiger Reserve
was in conversation with Vikram Singh.
He opened the session with a slide-show
on the national park and its animals. He
informed the audience about the forests
and the characteristics of wild animals
living within, the most interesting being
the discipline instilled by the tigress in
her cubs that, according to him, is the key
to their survival.

Shaktawat also shared the incident that

Daulat Singh Shaktawal_

St e

led to several rounds of plastic surgery.
“It was an accident. Agitated by the num-
ber of humans present, the tiger we had
gone to rescue attacked me. I ended up
with permanent damage to a side of my
face, along with an artificial eye,” he
shared. “Even today, I make it a point to
visit the tiger. It is in Sariska now,” Shak-
tawat said, insisting animals tend to find
their way and that is why the crowds
should be kept away from them.

Asked about the increasing number of
animals attacking humans and turning
into man-eaters, Shaktawat said, “Forests
are shrinking while cities are growing big-
ger. Tofind its way, a tiger moves out of the
forests and attacks the crowd only in self-
defence. Resources should be allocated for
forests and corridors created for move-
ment of the cats,” he added.

The welcome address and
vote of thanks were deliv-
ered by Preeti Mehta,
Ehsaas woman of Jodh-
pur. JS Nathawat and Dev-
endra Singh Ratnawat gave
away the mementos.

The Write Circle Jodhpur is
presented by Shree Cement
Ltd, in association
with Taj Hari Mahal
and Ehsaas women
of Jodhpur —
Preeti Mehta,
Shelja Singh
and Sushma
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AUTHOR AND
SCREENWRITER
PANKAJ DUBEY
REVEALS THAT
HE DID NOT SET

s OUT TO CHANGE
THE WORLD WITH
HIS WRITING

Ld

Anvita Pradhan, & s
Ehsaas woman of Patna
I

My earliest memory of writing is
writing love letters, which is the
purest form of writing, as it comes
straight from the heart

— Pankaj Dubey
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LOVE LETTERS ARE
PUREST FORM OF

WRITING

atna-born bilingual author and screenwriter Pan-
kaj Dubey was in Ranchi to speak about his new
book, Love Curry, and the inspiration behind his
writing at the Kalam session held at Chanakya
BNR Hotel on August 3.

In conversation with Rashmi Sharma, Dubey admitted
to choosing the profession to attain fame and wealth —
things that are important to pay bills. “I have not been much
of areader and only chose to read The Alchemist since it
had the least number of pages. Even when I decided to be-
come a writer, I never set out to change or influence society
with my books,” Dubey shared. The plots of his books, how-
ever, are inspired by the people around him and hence are
simple and relatable. “My earliest memory of writing is
writing love letters, which is the purest form of writing, as
it comes straight from the heart,” he said.

“A book unveils stories to those who have an acumen
for reading but it was my desire to reach out and share
my stories with the unlearned too,” he said, explaining
why he ventured into movies. It was with this thought that
he initiated the Sadak Chhaap Film Festival. He was
awarded the Youth Icon Award for Social Entrepreneur-
ship for his efforts.

“Tapplaud imagination and crea-
tivity,” the author expressed, go-
ing on to state that he believes
that knowledge gives way to
hollow pride.

Ehsaas woman of Patna, An-
vita Pradhan, welcomed the au-
thor and moderator Rash-
mi Sharma. Pradhan
also gave the vote of
thanks, while the au-
thor was felicitated
by Mohan from
Dainik Jagran.

Kalam Ranchi
is presented by
Shree Cement
Ltd, in associa-
tion with
Dainik Jagran,

Navras School
of Performing Arts
and Ehsaas women

of Ranchi




MEERUT

© @Northkalam € @Kalam_North

HITS & FLOPS
NOT A MEASURE

o

hen Kalam ke Baahubali
met lovers of literature at
the Kalam Meerut session
on August 9, an engaging
discussion on poetry and
writing followed. Writer and lyricist
Manoj Muntashir, whose
words have lent soul to
many popular Hindi songs,
was in conversation with
Sonam Mahajan at Hotel
Crystal Palace. Muntashir
spoke about his early days.
The lyricist also spoke
about the relationship with
his parents, his journey in
the film industry and the
first brush with success that
came as adialogue writer for
the blockbuster Baahubali. “My mother
continued to give me strength despite
being hundreds of miles away. I never
told her about the condition I was living
in, yet she was my backbone,” he shared.

Many average
songs have become
very popular, while

some exceptional
songs could not
reach the audience

— Manoj Muntashir
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Muntashir shared the inspiration be-
hind his work. He recalled songs like
Jaane Kya Dhoondhti Hai Yeh Aankhen
Mujhme (Shola aur Shabnam) and Ka-
haan Main Ajnabi Hoon (Jab Jab Phool
Khile) to highlight the beauty of songs
written in the past era.

Speaking about hit songs
of the recent Box Office suc-
cess, Kabir Singh, Muntashir
said, “Idon’t worry about hits
and flops anymore. Many av-
erage songs have become very
popular, while some excep-
tional songs could not reach
the audience,” he shared.

Muntashir also recalled
when his abode was the foot-
path on theroads of Mumbai.
Finally, he started his journey with a call
from Amitabh Bachchan, which led to
him penning the episodes for Kaun Bane-
ga Crorepati. Earlier, Crystal Palace di-
rector Deepa Garg welcomed the guests.

! |
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POPULARITY OF A SONG IS NO
MEASURE OF ITS MERIT, SAYS
MANOJ MUNTASHIR AT THE
INAUGURAL SESSION OF
KALAM SERIES IN MEERUT

Manoj Muntashir in
conversation with
Sonam Mahajan

Ehsaas women of Meerut —
k Garima Mithal and Anshu Mehra
- 4
The author was introduced by An-
shu Mehra, Ehsaas woman of Meerut
and felicitated by Sunil Jindal.

Kalam Meerut is in association with
Dainik Jagran, Crystal Palace and
Ehsaas women of Meerut — Anshu

Mehra and Garima Mithal




It gives me immense pleasure to announce the launch of Kalam series
in Meerut. This is the 26th city where the Foundation will explore and

promote literary talent in indigenous languages  —

Sundeep Bhutoria

’ o ._"-
Sundeep Bhutoria, Manjulika T{qagi, Mrinalini Anant and Manoj Muntashir
[ 5 RN Bt TaE L
Kalam Meerut and
Ehsaas women

RAISING A Agaa dinner-cum-launch bash was Ensaas women |

TO AST TO hosted after the maiden Kalam session poets and poetry.
to mark the beginning of Prabha thank Prabha

Foundation for its

Khaitan Foundation’s activities in ro
. . orts to promote
a al I I Meerut on August 9. Songwriter Manoj liz s
regiona

Muntashir attended the dinner with the  languages

SERIES IN Foundation's associates, Ehsaas GICU el
MEERUT  women and who's who of the city o
untashir

I _Sonam Mahﬁian, Bhavna Ba
Neha Mahajan, Deepa Garg and Shalu Ga:lg’_

+a Shweta Aggarwal,
Ehsaas woman of Faridabad W
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CHANDIGARH

© @Northkalam € @Kalam_North

AT KALAM CHANDIGARH, ARPIT VI-\GERII-\ SAID HE WISHED TO
SPREAD THE MESSAGE OF PEACE FOR CROSS-BORDER LOVE

nown for bestsell-
ing romantic nov-
els like Be My Per-
fect Ending and
You Are My Reason
to Smile, young author Arpit
Vageria shared with Kalam
audience in Chandigarh the
inspiration behind his writ-
ing. In conversation with Su-
nita Katoch at the session
held on August 13, Vageria

\“Manisha Jain, Ehsaas
#_woman of Chandigarh !

spoke about his life, his writ-
ing, and his dreams.

Opening up about his work,
Vageria said writing fiction is
an ongoing struggle. Shedding
light on his novel, Love knows
no LOC, which made him a
popular name amongst Indian
readers, Vageria said he hopes
to spread the message of peace
and tolerance for cross-border
love relationships.

While the novel attracted
some hateful messages too,
Vageria described young
readers of this generation as
being more accepting and
evolved. “Today’s youth in-
spire me greatly as they are
more dedicated and focused
toward their goals. They may
be the Netflix generation but
they are definitely more
aware and conscientious,” he
said. In context of the recur-

ring subject of his books,
the young author claimed

Our youth may
be the Netflix
generation but
they are
definitely more aware

— Arpit Vageria

love is not so lazy that it will
occur only once.

Earlier, the event started
with an introductory note by
Shalu Goel, Ehsaas woman of
Chandigarh, followed by a
welcome note by Isha Sehgal
on behalf of Hyatt Regency.
Vageria was felicitated by Ra-
dhika and Shyamali Jain from
the audience. Manisha Jain,
Ehsaas woman of Chandi-
garh gave the vote of thanks.

Kalam Chandigarh is in
association with Hyatt
Regency Chandigarh and
Ehsaas women of
Chandigarh — Manisha
Jain and Shalu Goel

Isha Sehgal, Marketing &
Communication Manager,

_ H*att Chandiiarh

%1 Shalu Goel, Ehsaas
womaggLChandl a;h.
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eteran journalist Sandeep
Bhushan looks at the road
his profession has taken over
the years, from field report-
age of the yesteryears, to to-
day’s star-driven ‘access journalism’.

From the telecast of news within
stipulated time-slots on the state-owned
Doordarshan, to an era where news an-
chors are gaining star status, media in
the country has come a long way. Vet-
eran journalist Sandeep Bhushan re-
flected upon this journey, along with
his own, by taking an unbiased look at
the profession at the 71st session of An
Author’s Afternoon in Kolkata.
Bhushan was in conversation with fel-
low journalist Ratnottama Sengupta in
the city on August 13.

After recounting the genesis and
stranglehold of the state-owned Doord-
arshan, Bhushan spoke about the in-

N Ews BRE AK flux of private news agencies in the
post-liberalisation era as also outlined

= m in his book, The Indian Newsroom. The

author discussed contemporary trends
c c ess l 0 u rn a Ism in journalism, and rued the death of

field-based reportage and marginalisa-

tion of reporters. Talking about access
journalism and its adversities, along-
side stardom of anchors, he mentioned
how technology has established the
dominion of studio-game. “Investiga-

VETERAN JOU RNALI ST tive Journalism is out of the window
now,” he lamented. “Access journalism

SA N D E E P B H U S H A N that primarily engages snuggling up to
the rich and influential is harming the

P LOTS T H E T RA N S | T I O N profession and ethics,” he added.

OF NEWS FROM FIELD

REPORTING TO

THE STUDIO DEBATES

Bhushan spoke about the changing
equations between the high-profile
journalists and their sources. “The
breaking news and exclusives that you
see on the screen are only there because
of this access. Some reporter or editor
has a fix on the guy who is putting the
news in the 24-hour news cycle. That
kind of access is only possible if there
is a star reporter. While earlier, a re-
porter cultivated his contacts, now
these politicians or public figures are

more interested in cultivating these




There is a kind of multiplier
effect if a celebrity comes in
and endorses an issue. But at
some point, the same stars
also start using television
and other platforms to further
their own interest. It’'s a
tricky situation really

stars. They would be more interested in
an editor instead of a lowly reporter,
who does not have that much of a say
in how the news plays out,” he said.
Bhushan said when it started coming
down to the ‘bytes,’ that’s when he real-
ised that continuing with this kind of a
job didn’t interest him. “I cannot sit in
the studio and scream, something that
has come to define our television over
the last decade. That’s also when I de-
cided to write this book,” he added.

Bhushan also spoke about the rise of
digital media and how the voices of ac-
tors and celebrities are growing strong-
er therein. “There is a kind of multi-
plier effect if a celebrity comes in and
endorses an issue. It does bring in a
certain amount of traction — the star
value works,” he said. “But at some
point, the same stars also start using
television and other platforms to fur-
ther their own interests,” he said. “In a
revenue-starved network, celebs bring
in money and grab eyeballs. I remem-
ber Bunty and Babli (Abhishek Bach-
chan and Rani Mukherjee) were sitting
in the NDTV newsroom and reading
out news ahead of the movie’s release.
I was in the newsroom that day, and
thinking ‘this is crazy!’ But movies in
India are a cultural thing; it’s almost
like opium. You remember Dev Anand
because of a certain song that came in
his movie. Nobody remembers the mov-
ie,” the author summed up.

An Author’s Afternoon is presented by

Shree Cement Ltd in association with

Taj Bengal, Kolkata

In journalism, much like in print but more so in
television, access is important. While earlier, a reporter

cultivated his contacts, now these politicians or public
figures are more interested in cultivating these stars
— Sandeep Bhushan

The book has many
interesting and
illuminating chapters,
specially the first one.
There lies lot of trust
deficit due to fake news.
Still people are going back
to the media. So, | think; it
brought out many strands
of our relationship with the
media. It was interesting to
hear this from someone
who has domain
knowledge in media

— Vivek Sahay

It was very enjoyable
because the condition of
our journalism is a hot
topic today. Somehow,
everybody gets the
feeling media is biased.
On which media do we
really rely upon with the
advent of fake news
making things tougher.
Actually, you need to
have a discerning mind
today to believe the news
you read or see

— Esha Dutta,
Ehsaas woman of Kolkata
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“MIRAGLES
HAPPEN

to those who

BELIEVE’

Manoj Muntashir, -
poet and SongWTiter, redited for the revival of poetry and
shayari in Hindi film songs, writer-lyri-
recou ntS hOW mega cist Manoj Muntashir credits part of this
. change to youngsters’ interest in Urdu
S'[al‘ Am |tabh BaChChan shayari. The lyricist was in conversation
. with Ehsaas woman of Delhi, Shazia Ilmi, at the

traCked hlm down and Kalam Gurugram session held on August 8.
= Muntashir said he had to face many challenges at
hOW he gOt hIS the beginning of his journey, which he will remem-
i i A ber throughout his lifetime. “But I was sure of
big-ticket break in ¢

: reaching my destination,” he spoke with conviction.
Kaun Banega Crorepati

Ehsaas women of Delhl —Neellma Dalm

End Archana Dallfnll:a I\élrllraél glrjlthrztu wAlth m
saas womano aridaba weta ggarwa \

L
Aditi Maheshwari |
| ) LA

To emphasise his point, he narrated a few lines,
“Wo jisey sunkar khushi se ro padey aankhen teri,
aasmaano se kabhi aisi khabar bhi aaegi,; Aaj teri | got the chance to
mutthi mein ret hai toh kya hua, is samandar mein

kabhi teri leher bhi aaegi. (The skies will someday write Somethlr!g for

bear such news that will make your eyes brim with aprogram m e titled

joy; you may hold the sand in your palm now, but Yatra. Amitabh

the tide will turn your way one day). Bachchan watched
Talking about his phase of hardship in Mumbai, the episode and

Muntashir said he initially couldn’t find work as a started the search

writer and had to share a footpath with the home for its writer

less for days. “Then, I got the chance to write some-
thing for a programme titled Yatra. — Manoj Muntashir

Amitabh Bachchan watched the episode and
started the search for its writer. When they finally
tracked me down, I couldn’t believe it at first. But
my life truly turned around after I met him,” he
shared. Muntashir started writing for Kaun Bane-
ga Crorepati episodes and has never looked back.
“Miracles happen to those who believe in them,”

he told the audience.

At the start of the event, Aditi Maheshwari
from Vani Foundation read the welcome note,
while Archana Dalmia, Ehsaas wom-

an of Delhi felicitated the author.

Kalam Gurugram is in

association with Dainik

Jagran, Andaz Delhi
Aerocity, Vani Founda-

tion and Ehsaas
women of NCR

Manoj Muntashir
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Aadil Raza Mansoori

F N

URDU POET

Ehsaas woman of Jaipur = #%

SPOKE ABOUT THE
COMMERCIALISATION
OF LITERATURE AT
THE LAZF SESSION
IN JAIPUR

he journey of the written
word, its beauty and how it
is now being commercially
used was the subject of dis-
cussion at the Lafz Jaipur
session held on August 31. In conversa-
tion with Aadil Raza Mansoori, Urdu
poet and writer Ateequllah spoke at
length about his love for literature and
how he was inclined towards writing
from a tender age. He also expressed
his concern over the commercialisa-
tion of literature that has adversely
affected the art of writing. “Lafz or
word has become a thing of sellingand
buying for many these days,” he said.
“I don’t recall how I began writing,
but I would like to say that a writer
comes to be known for his passion, his
madness and his extraordinary style of
writing,” the author shared about his
literary journey. Ateequllah started to
translate English books into Urdu asan
undergraduate student. While teach-
ing at the university, he realised his
passion for words and started to
write. “I started the concept of writ-
ing about feminism in Urdu for
the very first time,” he added.
The session began with
opening remarks by Apra
Kuchhal, Ehsaas woman of
Jaipur. Welcome address was

i f P P | _Ill'.. \ -.
Ateequllah with Sunita Shekhawat, &

Apra Kuchhal, Ehs
woman of Jaipur

THE BUSINE
OF WORDS

Gaurav Sekhri f

delivered by Gaurav Sekhri, Director
Operations, Hotel Hilton. Sudhir Ma-
thur delivered the vote of thanks. Su-
nita Shekhawat, Ehsaas woman of

Jaipur, gave away the mementos.
Lafz Jaipur is in association with
Hilton Hotel, Rekhta, Sudhir Mathur
Sansthan and Ehsaas women of
Jaipur — Apra Kuchhal, Kulsum
Malik and Sunita Shekhawat

style of writing

Ateequllah : ‘

I would like to say that a writer comes to be known
for his passion, his madness and his extraordinary

— Ateequllah




THROWBACK SESSION

Swagalélakshmi Dasgupta
and Snehashis Chatterjee
m i g ¥

When Lata Mangeshkar was
honoured with rare memorabilia

n a sultry September even-

ing in 2013, residents of Kol-

kata were treated to a rare

collection of living legend

Lata Mangeshkar’s memora-
bilia painstakingly collected from
across the world over a period of
over two decades. The three-day exhibi-
tion on the Bharat Ratna was put to-
gether by Snehashis Chatterjee and
was jointly organised by the Prabha
Khaitan Foundation and the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR),
Kolkata.

As the iconic singer, known for her
soulful rendition of some of the most
memorable songs of our lifetime, turns
90, the Foundation looks back at this
exhibition as a tribute to the Nightin-
gale of India.

Keeping with its motto of promoting
growth and harmony through cultural
development, the Foundation support-
ed the praiseworthy endeavour that
was opened to fans of the singer and
art patrons at the Jamini Roy Gallery
in the ICCR. A preview of the exhibi-
tion was also held in the presence of
Swagatalakshmi Dasgupta, a leading
singer from Bengal, who was also the
special guest on the occasion.

The exhibition was formally inaugu-
rated on September 28, 2013, by Jawhar
Sircar, the then CEO of Prasar Bharati.
The three-day festival that drew both
footfalls and applause for its innovative
theme concluded on September 30, 2013.

The exhibition was the brainchild of
Snehashis Chatterjee, an ardent Man-
geshkar fan, who has been collecting
the famed singer’s memorabilia for the

Snehashis Chatterjee, Swagatalakshml Da
Sundeep Bhutoria and Rajasree Behera of ICC

0n Lata Mangeshkar’s
90th birthday, Prabha
Khaitan Foundation looks
back at the 2013 exhibition
in Kolkata, held jointly
with ICCR, that featured
rare collection of the living
legend’s memorabilia

past 23 years. Snehashis managed
to collect very rare items related to
Mangeshkar from across the world.
This includes among other things,
booklets, photographs, gramophone
records, cassettes, audio CDs and
VCDs, which have now gone out of cir-

o RHALS

gupta

culatlon and have, therefore, become
more precious than ever.

“The Exhibition was a humble tribute
to the living legend and the Nightingale
of India who celebrated her 84th birth-
day that year. It was an honour to associ-
ate with Snehashis Chatterjee and his
excellent work which has great archival
value. We have always supported indi-
viduals like Snehashis who excel in
their field,” said Sundeep Bhutoria.

A music teacher by profession, Sne-
hashis had started his conservation
work on Lata Mangeshkar in 1990 when
he found there wasn’t enough informa-
tion available on the legendary singer.
The different items related to Lata
Mangeshkar give us a glimpse of little
known facts of her life. The Limca
Book of Records had already acknowl-
edged his unparalleled feat in 2001.
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